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Overview of requirements 

INTRODUCTION 

A-Level Component 2– Performing  

 

A-Level Component 3 – Composing  
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Presentation and Submission of coursework 

Performance 

For each candidate:  

• Recordings of performances - mp3 files of all pieces performed (Recordings of 

performances must be submitted without post-performance editing). 

• A minimum duration of 10 minutes. 

• Scores of all pieces performed outlining the melody, chords, tempo and 

performance directions 

• Audio recordings and performance documentation must be submitted as evidence 

as well as a signed Candidate record form (CRF). 
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Composition 

For each candidate:  

• Recordings of compositions - mp3 files of all both compositions (NB. video files 

are not accepted.)  

• Scores/annotations (or equivalent) of both compositions - A score or a detailed 

written description of the music plus a lead sheet outlining the melody, chords, 

structure and compositional devices 

• Programme note - For both compositions students must provide a Programme 

note of approximately 150 words that identifies:  

• the compositional intention, including the intended audience/occasion  

• details of the software and hardware used in the compositional process.  

For both compositions, students must also be able to present one or more of the 

following which details the composition’s structure and musical substance. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



AGS AQA MUSIC A-LEVEL COURSEWORK/NEA 

5 

 

Guidance for Performance Coursework 

 

Link p.31 of AQA Music Specification - A-level Music 7272 Specification (aqa.org.uk) 

 

 

 

 

https://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/music/specifications/AQA-7272-SP-2016.PDF
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Guidance for Composition Coursework 
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Example of a Composition Annotation (2 PAGES OUT OF A 11 PAGE 

ANNOTATION) 
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Example of a Composition Programme Note of 150 words 
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Example of a Traditional Composition Score (1st page only) 
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MARK SCHEME - PERFORMING 
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MARK SCHEME – COMPOSING (BRIEF)
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MARK SCHEME – COMPOSING (FREE) 
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Guidance  

WHAT GUIDANCE IS YOUR TEACHER PERMITTED TO OFFER? 

• Teachers can assist with performance mastery if require 
• Teaching of all required content. 
• Overseeing progression in composition and performance and monitoring 

student efforts with this. 

Teachers are responsible for ensuring the following requirements are met in 

administering the performances for assessment: 

• performances should take place in a suitable venue 
• performances should be recorded using good quality audio equipment 
• performances must be under the supervision of a teacher for authentication 

purposes 
• recordings of performances and production must be submitted complete and 

without post-performance editing or augmentation 
• performances must take place between 1 March and the NEA deadline date 

given at aqa.org.uk/keydates 
• where available a copy for assessment of either the score(s) or lead 

sheet(s)must be submitted with the performance assessment. Where a written 
score or lead sheet does not exist other means of showing the performance 
intention should be submitted. For example, annotation(s), guide recording(s) 
or written evidence (production via technology) must be submitted with the 
performance for assessment. 

Teachers are responsible for ensuring the following requirements are met in 

administering the compositions for assessment: 

• Teachers may provide guidance and support to students so that they are clear 
about the requirements of the tasks they need to undertake and the marking 
criteria on which the work will be assessed. 

• Teachers should encourage students to reflect upon and evaluate their own 
music, including considering the success of meeting the brief/intent, during 
their composition process. 

• Teachers are expected to follow the Joint Council for Qualifications (JCQ) 
instructions regarding the provision of feedback to students. 

https://www.aqa.org.uk/keydates
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• Teachers are responsible for ensuring the following requirements are met in 

administering the performances for assessment: 

SUPERVISING AND AUTHENTICATING 
To meet Ofqual’s qualification criteria and conditions, teachers must adhere to the 

requirements set out in Assessment components. Evidence of authentication for each 

student must include: 

• a Candidate record form (CRF), signed by the student and their teacher to confirm 
that all the student’s Non-exam assessment evidence submitted is their own work 

• audio recordings of each student's performance/composition, which identify the 
candidate by name and candidate number. 

Students must have sufficient direct supervision to ensure that the work submitted can 

be confidently authenticated as their own. This means that you must review the 

progress of work during its production to see how it develops. 

Any work produced without supervision, for example outside of the classroom, should 

be compared to work produced with supervision. 

In comparing the student's work, consideration must be given to the consistency in 

levels of skill demonstrated. 

Work that cannot be confidently authenticated must not be included in the student's 

submission. 

Teachers are required to provide details of the support the student received on the CRF 

and sign the authentication statement. If the statement is not signed, the exam 

board cannot accept the student’s work for assessment. 

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/music/a-level/music-7272/scheme-of-assessment#Assessment_components
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WHAT GUIDENCE IS YOUR TEACHER NOT PERMITTED TO OFFER?  
• By the time you start coursework, you would have been taught all theory needed 

to compose. Therefore, it is your responsibility to compose using this knowledge. 
• Teachers are not allowed to give musical ideas but can guide with theory 

assistance. 
• Teachers should not be supplying your performance scores. 

STUDENT EXPECTATIONS  
• You are required to compose outside of lesson time as H/W every week and sign 

the sheet in Al’s office. These sheets will be kept and stored as part of your 
coursework progress evidence. 

• Saving work – save TWICE! Once on your computer and once on your USB. Make 
sure you eject your USB’s carefully.  

• Composition booklets and notes. Have these in front of you when composing to 
keep notes. 

• Log keeping every lesson - Complete a self-comment (SC), personal comment (PC) 
or teacher comment (TC) log! 

• Annotation (ongoing) – write your annotation on a word document alongside your 
composition process. To take screen shots, press cmd+shift+5. 

• You are not allowed to use pre-recorded loops or any other composer/song 
writer’s material.  

• You are required to compose TWO compositions in total. You will start the 2nd 
composition in October. 

• Both compositions have to last a minimum of 4 and a half minutes.  
 

• Meet all Composition Deadlines: 
 
➢ Year 12 – Free Composition interim deadline – 11th July 2024 
➢ Year 13 – Free Composition final deadline – 6th December 2024 
➢ Year 13 – Brief Composition interim deadline - 12th December 2024 
➢ Year 13 – Final Brief Composition deadline – March 28th 2025 
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THE EXAMINATION BOARD STIPULATES THAT: 
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An example of the NEA student authentication sheet – 

Performance 
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Malpractice 

If a student commits malpractice it means that, they have failed to follow the rules of an 

examination or assessment.  

‘Candidate malpractice’ means malpractice by a candidate in connection with any 

examination or assessment, including the preparation and authentication of any 

controlled assessments, coursework or non-examination assessments, the presentation 

of any practical work, the compilation of portfolios of assessment evidence and the 

writing of any examination paper.  

Malpractice includes: 

Plagiarism – copying a another students’ work or copying from any other source e.g. 

musical ideas from another songs, books, articles, websites or AI. This is cheating and is 

malpractice.  

Collusion – sharing your work with another student to benefit the competition of the 

coursework. Sharing your work for someone else to copy is still cheating and is deemed 

as malpractice. The consequence could mean that your coursework is jeopardised.  

Students who are suspected of plagiarism or collusion will be investigated and this shall 

be sent off to the examination board by the examination’s officer. The examination 

board, will notify the Head teacher of their final decision. If the examination board finds 

the student guilty of malpractice because they have either colluded, the student may 

not be given any marks for their coursework. 

The AGS malpractice policy, which has been drawn from the JCQ (Joint Council for 

Qualifications),can be found here:  

Malpractice Policy (Exams) (2).pdf 

If a teacher suspects that there has been malpractice but does not report this, they are 

also committing malpractice as they have allowed cheating to occur.  

 

https://allertongrangeschool-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/katemoore_allertongrange_com/EViWjlzrpSVPgEIeWx0eA8cBoN6DiDxUvRYbVR-NeXLnaw?e=1FN1uz
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AI AND ASSESSMENTS 

AI stands for artificial intelligence and using it is like having a computer that thinks. 

AI tools like ChatGPT or Snapchat, My AI can write text, make art and create music by 

learning from data from the internet. 

Using AI to create your coursework and say it is your own work is cheating and is 

considered as ‘malpractice.’ Candidate’s work, which is suspected of using AI, will 

undergo an investigation through the examination board. This could result in the 

candidate’s coursework being invalid and will not count towards their final GCSE or A-

Level coursework.  

Do not use any AI to complete your coursework. It is cheating and could jepordise your 

grade. 

The exam boards use sophisticated ‘plagarism’ software called Turnit In to identify any 

cheating. As coursework is submitted to the examination board, any plagiarism will be 

identified and consequences will occur. 

For the full AI policy created by JCQ (Joint Council for Qualifications) please following the 

link below: 

JCQ guidance - AI-Use-in-Assessments_Feb24_v3.pdf 

 

Avoiding malpractice  

Please inform your students of the AQA regulations concerning malpractice.  

They must not:  

• submit work that is not their own  

• lend work to other students  

• allow other students access to, or use of, their own independently-sourced source 

material  

https://allertongrangeschool-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/katemoore_allertongrange_com/Eae4Aux26FhNgQ7SXtOTlIkB5Q1ZqaV1h3NNNdtcIJg9Ug?e=68awJX
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• include work copied directly from books, the internet or other sources without 

acknowledgement  

• submit work that is word-processed by a third person without acknowledgement  

• include inappropriate, offensive or obscene material.  

These actions constitute malpractice and a penalty will be given (for example, 

disqualification).  

 

If a teacher identifies malpractice before the student signs the declaration of 

authentication, they don’t need to report it to AQA. They will deal with it in accordance 

with the school or college’s internal procedures. AQA expect schools and colleges to 

treat such cases very seriously.  

If a teacher identifies malpractice after the student has signed the declaration of 

authentication, the head of your school or college must submit full details of the case to 

us at the earliest opportunity.  The school must record details of any work which is not 

the student’s own on the front of the assessment booklet or other appropriate place. 

The school should consult the exams officer about these procedures.  
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GUIDANCE ON MALPRACTICE DIRECTLY FROM THE NEA EXAM BOARD 
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GUIDANCE ON PLAGARISM DIRECTLY FROM THE NEA EXAM BOARD 
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Reference: Coursework_ICC_23-24_FINAL.pdf (jcq.org.uk) 

 

https://www.jcq.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/08/Coursework_ICC_23-24_FINAL.pdf
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Referencing guide 

If you are influenced by another composer, you must reference this in your student 

declaration. For example, composer, date and piece e.g. Bernard Herrmann, 1960, 

Psycho’s ‘Prelude’. 

Completion of Coursework 

DEADLINES 

Throughout the academic year you will have several internal deadlines. 

Failure to meet each deadline will immediately result in an academic detention and an e-

mail home to your parents. 

Year 12 A-Level Music 

Recorded Performance Dates:  

➢ Friday 13th October 2023 – Solo (classroom) 

➢ Tuesday 7th November 2023 – Solo (same as before – with feedback in prep for 

concert) (classroom) 

➢ Thursday 16th November 2023 – KS4&5 Concert 1 

➢ Friday 1st December 2023 – 2 contrasting (in genre) pieces – solo (classroom) 

➢ Friday 23rd February 2024 – Performance of 6 minutes of music (solo/ensemble) 

➢ Friday 8th and Tuesday 19th March 2024 – performance for concert 

(solo/ensemble) 

➢ Monday 21st March 2024 – KS4&5 Concert 2  

➢ Friday 26th April 2024 - 6-minute recital (same as before – with feedback in prep 

for concert) 

➢ Friday 14th June 2024 – 8-minute recital (one extra piece – contrasting – 

solo/ensemble) 

➢ Friday 28th June 2024 - Perform 8-minute recital with feedback amendments 
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Year 13 A-Level Music 

Recorded Performance Dates:  

➢ Monday 23rd October 2023 – Solo 8 minutes AND an Ensemble piece (classroom) 

➢ Monday 13th November 2023– Solo AND Ensemble (same as before – with 

feedback in prep for concert) (classroom) 

➢ Thursday 16st November 2023 – KS4&5 Concert 1 

➢ Thursday 7th December 2023 – 10 minutes – Solo (classroom) 

➢ Monday 26th February 2024 – FINAL PERFORMANCE DEADLINE FOR SEND OFF – 

10 Minutes. 

➢ Monday 11th March 2024 - Full run through for the concert – Ensemble/Solo 

➢ Thursday 21st March 2024 KS4/5 Concert – Ensemble pieces to be performed 

 

Composition Deadlines 

➢ Year 12 – Free Composition interim deadline – 11th July 2024 
➢ Year 13 – Free Composition final deadline – 6th December 2024 
➢ Year 13 – Brief Composition interim deadline - 12th December 2024 
➢ Year 13 – Final Brief Composition deadline – March 28th 2025 

 

MODERATION 

Teachers will moderate and standardise your coursework within the school music 

department and with other departments in Leeds to ensure upmost accuracy of the 

feedback you receive. All coursework is externally marked. 

For more information visit - Moderation of centre assessed work (aqa.org.uk). 

 

https://store.aqa.org.uk/admin/library/AQA-MODERATION.PDF

