
‘If you enjoy something and you are good at it, then at this 
stage of your life, take advantage of your opportunities by 
gaining a qualification in what you are good at.  It is much 
easier to succeed at something you are good at and enjoy’

10th Dec 2024

Year 9 Options 
Steven Fidler – KS3 Director
Louise Mills – AGS Careers Lead



1. Careers support in KS3 – what information 
    students have had so far

2. Year 9 Options process – from now until 3rd 
    February 2025

3. Post-16 Options and implications
4. Careers support & Unifrog

Year 9 Options information evening



Careers Support in         
Key Stage 3



Planning for progress
Students have had fortnightly Planning for Progress lessons in form time since Year 7. These sessions 
continue throughout KS4, to ensure students are well prepared for life after Allerton Grange School. 

Guest Speakers
Students regularly hear from guest speakers in assemblies, form times and lessons.

Assemblies
All students have a half-termly careers assembly, with themes and speakers appropriate to their age and 
stage. 

Subject talks
This term, each curriculum area has delivered a talk to Year 9 in an assembly. They have explained the 
curriculum from Year 7 through to Year 13, the GCSE Option available and future courses and careers linked 
to their curriculum area. 

Additional Assemblies
We recognise that not GCSE all subjects are taught at KS3, so Business Studies, Psychology and Health and 
Social Care have all had an additional full assembly, to ensure students fully understand the subject and GCSE 
course that is offered. 



Year 9 Options

This is the first opportunity in a student’s 
school journey when they will be given 
some choice over what they can study.



At Allerton Grange we value the English Baccalaureate 
(Ebacc) subjects at GCSE level. Studying these subjects is 
also known to improve outcomes in English and Maths.

The EBacc subjects are:
• English Language and Literature
• Maths
• Science (Students will either study biology, chemistry and 

physics separately, or gain two science qualifications)
• A language 
• A humanity - geography or history 
• One option subject

We believe the Ebacc holds important value.  It allows us to teach a broad and balance 
curriculum, incorporating powerful knowledge in all subjects.  It is well regarded by universities, 

and we want every student to have choice of a Russell group university.



Your child may already have some ideas about what they would like to 
study but here are tips in thinking about what to pick to study at GCSE:

• Pick a subject based on a genuine interest in that subject - this is their 
future; and, after all, they have to sit the exam/s for that subject.

• Think about how this fits into their long-term career goals. 
• Ask your teachers for advice about what you will study in the course 

and how you will be assessed
• Think about your options carefully, don’t pick a subject in the spur 

of the movement; carefully think about the benefits studying that 
subject could bring to your learning journey



The Options Booklet details every 
subject available and what is 
included in every subject’s 
curriculum.  The Booklet includes 
suggested careers, what the exam 
breakdown is, and what content 
will be studied.

Please read it in full!



In the final week of term (w/c 16th Dec) the Options 
Booklet will be sent out electronically via Class Charts       
to parents and students.

The Booklet will accompany the Year 9 reports which 
should land on your doorstep on Monday 16th Dec.  Use 
the report and the booklet to help inform you how your 
child is doing now and what are their strengths.

Don’t worry if you are unsure, the Booklet has information on ‘What 
qualifications you’ll get at the end of year 11, and where they can take you 
as well as careers advice and guidance’.  Louise Mills will be explaining this in 
more detail shortly.



Each of the option subjects have 6 
sessions per fortnight. 

All students will continue to study RS 
and PE which are compulsory at Key 
Stage 4.

It is possible to pick an additional 
language or (History and Geography) 
but student forego their Option 
choice subject



• To choose the 
Options, an Options 
form must be 
completed.

• Options forms will 
be given in form w/c 
6th Jan 2025

• It must be returned 
to your form tutor 
before Mon 3rd Feb.



Students with SEND 
Our SEND team will work 

with all students to 

accommodate their needs 

based on the individual.

Please contact Michaela 

Child (SENDCo) if you 

have any questions on 

accessing the Option 

subject.

 



In summary

• Options booklet to be issued via ClassCharts next week
• It must be read carefully, please, consider all the Options 

• Options forms will be handed out w/c 6th Jan 2025
• Options form must be completed and handed to your form 

tutor
• Deadline Monday 3rd Feb 2025 



Careers at Allerton Grange
Year 9 and beyond



Careers Support
Mrs Mills is the Allerton Grange Careers Lead

louisemills@allertongrange.com

I work Monday - Thursday

mailto:louisemills@allertongrange.com


Post 16
Options and implications



What are the options?
- A Levels
- T Levels
- Vocational Qualifications
- Apprenticeships
- Traineeships
- Part-time study with employment or volunteering
- Re-engagement/study programmes





What does this mean?

- If students get 5 or more GCSE’s at Grade 4 and above, 
they have passed Level 2 and can move on to Level 3 (T 
Level, A Levels, Level 3 BTEC Extended Diploma).

- If students do not have 5 or more passes at GCSE, they 
have the following options of course levels…





BTEC vs A Levels for University

Considerations
- University course
- The university
- What post-16 option 

will give me the best 
result?

- Post-16 course/s



Specific Courses

Some courses at Level 3 (and beyond) are only possible with specific grades in specific 
subjects at GCSE, and these grades may depend upon the level of paper you are 
entered for. 

For example…

 Medicine at 
The University of Leeds







Careers Support

• All students in Year 11 will have a 1:1 Careers Appointment with a 
qualified careers advisor.

• The notes from these meetings will be saved to your child's 
Unifrog account and will include links to useful 
information/websites/webinars/work experiences/programmes 
etc.

• Throughout Year 10 and Year 11, Mrs Mills will work closely with 
students to ensure they are well informed about their options and 
that applications are made on time and at the right level for each 
child.



Parents & guardians, get signed up!

Scan this QR code or go to 

www.unifrog.org/student and click ‘Sign in 

for the first time’

You’ll be asked for some details and a Sign 

up Code. This is what you need:

  AGHSparent

After signing up, log into Unifrog using 

your email address and password via the 

student sign-in page!

http://www.unifrog.org/student


Questions?
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